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“Paul, an apostle of Je-

sus Christ by the will of 

God.” 

 

I 
n our last three issues 

we have studied the 

ministry and apostleship of 

Paul. We have looked at 

his dramatic conversion on 

the road to Damascus, his 

distinct calling to be God’s 

apostle to the Gentiles, and 

his diverse commission. 

This commission began 

with Paul’s ministry during 

the Acts period, which we 

reviewed last month, but 

“The Holy Spirit spoke 

rightly through Isaiah 

the prophet to our fa-

thers, saying, Go to this 

people and say: Hearing 

you will hear, and shall 

not understand; and 

seeing you will see, and 

not perceive; for the 

hearts of this people 

have grown dull. Their 

ears are hard of hear-

ing, and their eyes they 

have closed, lest they 

should see with their 

eyes and hear with their 

ears, lest they should 

understand with their 

hearts and turn, so that 

I should heal them. 

Therefore let it be 

known to you that the 

salvation of God has 

been sent to the Gen-

tiles, and they will hear 

it!” (Acts 28:25-28) 

 

This pronouncement 

marked God’s setting aside 

of Israel as a nation and the 

postponement of His 

prophesied plans and pur-

poses for them, particularly 

the promise of an earthly 

kingdom. While it is not 

directly stated in Scripture 

that Israel was set aside at 

this time, Paul’s writings 

after this point clearly indi-

after the close of the Acts 

period, we see another as-

pect of Paul’s commission 

from the Lord. 

 

Paul’s Post-Acts Ministry 

 

During the Acts period, 

Paul’s ministry was to the 

Jew first; however, when 

the Jews rejected the Word 

of God spoken through 

Paul, he pronounced blind-

ness upon them and turned 

to the Gentiles. The book 

of Acts closes with Paul’s 

final pronouncement of 

blindness upon the nation 

of Israel. 

PAUL — AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST  

by Gregg Bing 

 



cate this was the case. 

From his prison house 

in Rome, Paul wrote letters 

to three churches: Ephesus, 

Philippi, and Colosse, as 

well as a letter to his 

friend, Philemon. In these 

“prison epistles” the Apos-

tle Paul unveiled a new 

plan and purpose of God 

which was ordained before 

the foundation of the 

world, but kept secret from 

men of other ages. This 

truth was a mystery; it was 

hidden in God until it was 

given to Paul by direct 

revelation from the Lord 

Jesus Christ. Paul made 

mention of this mystery in 

his earlier epistles, written 

during the Acts period 

(Rom. 16:25-26, 1 Cor. 

2:6-8), but the full revela-

tion of the “mystery of 

God’s will” is not found 

until we get to Paul’s 

prison epistles, especially 

the books of Ephesians and 

Colossians (Eph. 3:1-9, 

Col. 1:24-29).  

The mystery is that 

God is now calling out a 

new body of believers 

known as the Church, the 

Body of Christ (Eph. 1:22-

23). This Church is primar-

ily composed of Gentile 

believers (Eph. 3:1), be-

2 

cause the majority of those 

in Israel had rejected the 

Lord Jesus Christ; a rejec-

tion that continues in the 

hearts of most Jews today. 

However, what is unique 

about this Church is that 

the difference between Jew 

and Gentile is completely 

done away with in God’s 

eyes. 

From the call of Abram 

in Genesis 12, God made a 

clear distinction between 

Israel, His chosen nation, 

and the rest of the nations 

(Gentiles). This distinction 

continued during the 

earthly ministry of the Lord 

Jesus (Matt. 15:21-28) as 

well as throughout the Acts 

period. Even Paul’s minis-

try during this period was 

“to the Jew first and also to 

the Greek (Gentile)” (Rom. 

1:16). When Israel, as a 

nation, was set aside at the 

close of the Acts period, 

Paul revealed that this dis-

tinction between Jew and 

Gentile has been done 

away with in the Church, 

the Body of Christ. 

Paul described the Gen-

tiles’ past condition this 

way:  

 

“Therefore remember 

that you, once Gentiles 

in the flesh—who are 

called Uncircumcision 

by what is called the 

Circumcision made in 

the flesh by hands—that 

at that time you were 

without Christ, being 

aliens from the com-

monwealth of Israel and 

strangers from the cove-

nants of promise, having 

no hope and without 

God in the world.”  

               (Eph. 2:11-12) 

 

What a terrible condi-

tion Gentiles were in: with-

out Christ, separate from 

Israel, having no hope, and 

without God in the world. 

This was all changed 

through the cross of Christ! 

 

“But now in Christ Je-

sus you who once were 

far off have been 

brought near by the 

blood of Christ. For He 

Himself is our peace, 

who has made both one, 

and has broken down 

the middle wall of sepa-

ration, having abolished 

in His flesh the enmity, 

that is, the law of com-

mandments contained in 

ordinances, so as to cre-

ate in Himself one new 

man from the two, thus 
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making peace, and that 

He might reconcile them 

both to God in one body 

through the cross, 

thereby putting to death 

the enmity.”  

               (Eph. 2:13-16) 

 

Through the shedding 

of His blood, Christ broke 

down the middle wall of 

separation between Jew 

and Gentile, a wall erected 

by God and set forth in the 

Mosaic Law. The enmity 

that existed between Jew 

and Gentile was put to 

death, and Christ Himself 

became their peace. He 

brought these two separate 

groups together and made 

them one—a new man, cre-

ated in Christ Jesus—one 

body of believers recon-

ciled to God through the 

cross. The preposition used 

here is “through” the cross, 

not “at” the cross. The 

cross made it possible for 

Jew and Gentile to be 

brought together in this 

way, but this truth was not 

made known at that time. 

The formation of this new 

Church is the essence of 

the mystery revealed to and 

through the Apostle Paul. 

The mystery also re-

vealed that God is dealing 

with the Church under an 

entirely new dispensa-

tion—”the dispensation of 

the grace of God” (Eph. 

3 : 2 ) .  T h e  w o r d 

“dispensation” comes from 

t h e  G r e e k  w o r d 

“oikonomia,” which liter-

ally means “household 

law.” It refers to the way in 

which a household is or-

dered and managed. 

Throughout history, God ‘s 

dealings with mankind 

have consisted of a series 

of different dispensations; 

God has dealt with differ-

ent groups of people 

(households) under differ-

ent arrangements (laws).  

Most of God’s dealings 

with His earthly people Is-

rael were under the dispen-

sation of law. This law was 

given through Moses, 

God’s steward or adminis-

trator at that time. The law 

specified God’s require-

ments for His earthly peo-

ple, the nation of Israel; it 

governed every aspect of 

their lives: their relation-

ship with God, their wor-

ship, their walk, their pur-

pose, and their hope. 

The dispensation of the 

grace of God was given to 

the Apostle Paul, who 
(Continued on page 4) 
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served as its steward or ad-

ministrator, much as Moses 

did for Israel under the law. 

God’s orders for men under 

the present dispensation of 

grace are vastly different 

from those who lived under 

the law. The law was given 

that men might know they 

were sinners and become 

guilty before God (Rom. 

3:19-20). The law was a 

tutor or schoolmaster to 

“bring us to Christ, that we 

might be justified by 

faith” (Gal. 3:24). All the 

requirements of the law: its 

commandments, its judg-

ments, and its ordinances, 

were merely a shadow of 

things to come. The sub-

stance, the reality of what 

was only pictured by the 

law, is found in Christ 

(Col. 2:14-17). In Christ, 

we are complete; nothing 

needs to be added to His 

finished work. This truth is 

a key part of the mystery 

given to Paul, as he states 

in Colossians 2:9-10: 

 

“For in Him (Christ) 

dwells all the fullness of 

the Godhead bodily; 

and you are complete in 

Him, who is the Head of 

all principality and 

(Continued from page 3) power.” 

No physical circumci-

sion is needed today, be-

cause we are circumcised 

in Christ “with the circum-

cision made without 

hands,” a spiritual circum-

cision that is of Christ, not 

of the law (Col. 2:11). No 

water baptism is needed 

today, because we are 

“buried with Him in bap-

tism” and “raised with Him 

through faith in the work-

ing of God,” (Col. 2:12) a 

spiritual baptism performed 

by God’s Holy Spirit, not 

by some priest or preacher. 

Physical circumcision and 

water baptism were part of 

the law; but they were only 

a shadow of things to 

come. Why hold onto the 

shadow when we now have 

the reality in Christ?  

Why is it so important 

to see the distinctive nature 

of Paul’s apostleship and 

ministry? Because he is 

God’s apostle to us today. 

Because he is God’s stew-

ard to the Church during 

the present dispensation of 

grace. If we truly desire to 

know God’s will for our 

lives today, we must see it 

can only be found in the 

writings of the Apostle 

Paul. This does not mean 

that we discard the rest of 

Scripture. Paul himself told 

Timothy: 

 

“All Scripture is given 

by inspiration of God, 

and is profitable for 

doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruc-

tion in righteousness, 

that the man of God may 

be complete, thoroughly 

equipped for every good 

work.” (2 Tim. 3:16-17) 

 

Though all Scripture is 

written “for” us, “for our 

learning,” not all Scripture 

is written directly “to” us, 

for our obedience. Paul 

also told Timothy: 

 

“Be diligent to present 

yourself approved to 

God, a worker who does 

not need to be ashamed, 

rightly dividing the 

Word of truth.” (2 Tim. 

2:15) 

 

If we want to find ap-

proval in God’s eyes, and 

be workers who need not 

be ashamed before Him, 

we must “rightly divide the 

Word of truth.” This means 

we must take note of the 

divisions God has placed in 

His Word; we must see the 
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our attempts to live holy 

lives. “These things have I 

written to you who believe 

in the name of the Son of 

God that ye may know that 

ye have eternal life.” If we 

are trusting Christ and 

Christ alone for salvation, 

we are the “Haves” and we 

can know it. It is a sad fact 

that many who are 

“Spiritual Haves” do not 

have the assurance of their 

salvation. How wonderful 

to have eternal life; how 

sad to have it and not know 

it. Let us rest in the assur-

ance of our eternal life (See 

John 5:24; 10:28,29; Phi-

lippians 1:3-6; 2 Timothy 

1:12; Ephesians 2:8,9; Co-

lossians 2:9-13). 

We can also be very 

sure that we have God’s 
complete revelation today. 

We do not need Science 

and Health With Key to the 

Scriptures; we do not need 

the Book of Mormon, nor 

any of the other false 

“additions” to God’s com-

plete revelation. God gave 

the Apostle Paul the revela-

tion of the mystery to 

“fulfill (complete) the 

Word of God.”  

To God be the Glory! 

different dispensations (or 

dispensings) of God’s will 

throughout the ages. In par-

ticular, it is vital that we 

heed His instructions to us 

during the present dispen-

sation of God’s grace. It is 

this dispensation that was 

given specifically to the 

Apostle Paul by God. That 

is why his apostleship, his 

ministry, and his writings 

are so important. 

 

cake.” In more modern 

times, Imelda Marcos, 

“First Lady” of the Philip-

pine Republic, openly 

boasted of her closets full 

of shoes in the Malacanan 

Palace, while her fellow 

citizens walked bare footed 

down the streets of the Is-

lands. More recently, we 

have read that federal mon-

ies designated to help the 

unfortunate flood victims 

in New Orleans, have in 

some cases been used for 

frivolous cosmetic surgery. 

Unfortunately, there are 

the “Haves” and the “Have 

Nots” in the spiritual realm 

also. 1 John 5:11 says:  

 

“This is the record, that 

God hath given to us 

eternal life, and this life 

is in His Son. He that 

hath the Son hath life; 

he that hath not the Son 

of God hath not life.”  

 

It is easy to see the 

“Haves” and the “Have 

Nots.” If we have the Son, 

we have life. If we have 

not the Son of God, we 

have not life. 

But how do we know 

we have the Son? Not by 

religion or ritual; not by 

works of the Law nor by 

THE HAVES AND     

THE HAVE NOTS 

By R.B. Shiflet 

A 
lmost all societies 

throughout history 

have been divided between 

the “Haves” and the “Have 

Nots.” Efforts have been 

made to eliminate the dis-

tance between the two, but 

no one has been successful, 

including the Founding Fa-

thers of our own republic. 

We have heard the 

story (probably apocry-

phal) of Marie Antoinette, 

wife of Emperor Louis 

XVI, who during the dark 

days of the French Revolu-

tion was told the people 

had no bread. She allegedly 

replied, “Let them eat 
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THE FAITH THAT 

SAVES 

 

by Charles Wages 

 

“Now all these things 

happened unto them for 

ensamples; and they are 

written for our admoni-

tion, upon whom the 

ends of the world are 

come.” (1 Cor. 10:11) 

 

I 
n the world system in 

which we live it is com-

monly spoken of as having 

three major faiths: Protes-

tant, Catholic and Jewish. 

Of course, there are numer-

ous other faiths that people 

proclaim, or hold to in their 

religious beliefs. This type 

of classification, of course, 

is unknown in Biblical 

Truth. These designations 

have come about through 

man’s study of church his-

tory or religion as it has 

developed across the years; 

however, we are going to 

see that as far as the Bible 

is concerned, for this age, 

God only recognizes one 

faith. In this presentation of 

Bible Truth, the definition 

of this one Faith will be 

presented. 

 

Source of Faith 

 

For faith to be saving 

faith it must be that which 

comes from God because 

only God can save a sinner 

from his or her sin. In Ga-

latians 2:20, it is stated: 

 

“I am crucified with 

Christ; nevertheless I 

live; yet not I, but Christ 

liveth in me: and the life 

which I now live in the 

flesh I live by the faith 

of the Son of God, who 

loved me, and gave him-

self for me.” 

 

We notice that this is 

the faith of (or in) the Son 

of God. The good news we 

believe for salvation is the 

death, burial, and resurrec-

tion of Christ (1 Corin-

thians 15:3-4). Since this 

faith is that which the Lord 

Jesus worked out, there can 

be no salvation or victori-

ous living apart from Him 

and His work. M. R. Vin-

cent in Word Studies in the 

New Testament, states that 

this ‘faith’ is the element in 

which the new life is lived. 

 

Securing of Faith 

 

The Bible surely 

teaches that a person must 

believe and appropriate the 

work of Christ in order to 

obtain or secure the faith 

that saves. The word be-

lieve and its derivatives are 

numerous, especially in the 

gospel of John. Belief is 

simply having faith in the 

Lord Jesus Christ. The 

Companion Bible in its Ap-

pendix 150, shows that the 

noun pistis (GR) occurs 

242 times in the N.T. and is 

translated faith in almost 

every instance. This faith 

or belief implies the living, 

divinely implanted princi-

ple. When the verse in Acts 

16:31 states: “Believe on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and 

thou shalt be saved, and thy 

house,” it is saying, in es-

sence, have faith in the per-

son of the Lord Jesus 

Christ and God will save 

you on the basis of the fin-

ished work of Christ in re-

demption. 

Literature Corner 
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Living Faith 

 

This faith could be de-

fined as trust or a willing-

ness of the saved person to 

throw themselves upon the 

strength of God in order to 

overcome daily. The object 

of our faith must always be 

the Lord Jesus Christ, 

whether we are talking 

about saving faith, securing 

faith, or living faith. Living 

faith comes from the heart 

and mind of the believer 

and is directed upward to 

God, whereas saving faith 

comes from God and is di-

rected downward to the 

sinner. A very fine Scrip-

ture that shows this very 

clearly is Colossians 2:6-7: 

 

“As ye have therefore 

received Christ Jesus 

the Lord, so walk ye in 

Him; Rooted and built 

up in Him, and stab-

lished in the faith, as ye 

have been taught, 

abounding therein with 

thanksgiving.” 

 

Abraham of old, really 

exhibited faith or trust, but 

he did so because of his 

firm belief that God could 

raise his son up (Hebrews 

11:17-19). We might not 

always see God work, but, 

He does! Abraham didn’t 

see all of God’s promises 

fulfilled in his day, but he 

trusted God to carry them 

out in His own way and 

time. We are told of Abra-

ham in Romans 4:20-21: 

 

“He staggered not at 

the promise of God 

through unbelief; but 

was strong in faith, giv-

ing glory to God. And 

being fully persuaded 

that, what He had prom-

ised, He was able to 

perform.” 

 

Abraham showed real 

faith or trust in God. A re-

markable faith! We, as be-

lievers today are not Abra-

hams, but it is very pleas-

ing to God for each of us to 

trust Him and His Word as 

well as love Him. 

 

Additional Scriptures: 

Gal. 2:20; Eph. 4:5; 

Eph 2:8-9; Col. 2:6-7;  

Rom. 4:20-21; Rom. 10:17;  

Rom. 3:23-26; Heb. 11:6 

 

 

This article is from the 

book: Written for Our 

Learning. Write to us if 

you would like a copy. 

F 
or by grace or by grace or by grace or by grace 
are ye  are ye  are ye  are ye  

saved through saved through saved through saved through 
faith; andfaith; andfaith; andfaith; and    
that not of that not of that not of that not of     

yourselves: it is yourselves: it is yourselves: it is yourselves: it is 
the gift of God:  the gift of God:  the gift of God:  the gift of God:  
Not of works, Not of works, Not of works, Not of works, 
lest any man lest any man lest any man lest any man 
should boast.should boast.should boast.should boast.    
For we are his For we are his For we are his For we are his 
workmanship, workmanship, workmanship, workmanship, 

created in Christ created in Christ created in Christ created in Christ 
Jesus unto good Jesus unto good Jesus unto good Jesus unto good 
works, which works, which works, which works, which 

God hath before God hath before God hath before God hath before 
ordained that we ordained that we ordained that we ordained that we 
should walk in should walk in should walk in should walk in 

them.them.them.them.    
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2:82:82:82:8----10101010    
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BIBLE STUDY BOOKS 
 

The following Bible study 

materials are available free 

of charge for your personal 

use or for use in teaching a 

Bible class.  

 
by Charles Wages 
• Written for Our Learning 
• Stepping Stones to Truth 
• Past Pentecost to Paul 
• Points to Ponder 
• The Ages 
• Saved by Grace 
• Ministry of the Church 
• The Perfect Will of God 
• Once in a Lifetime 
• Fellowship in Christ 
• Hidden in God 
• Thoughts on Vision 
• Spiritual Fitness 
• What Saith the Scripture 

(Set of 6 Diff. Tracts) 

by Mrs. Charles Wages 
• Seasons 
• Spiritual Thoughts for 
Young Minds 

• A Man Named Paul 
• Studies for Women 
 
by R.B. Shiflet 
• Informal Study: Philippians 
• Informal Study: Ephesians 
• Personal Meditations on 
Paul's Post-Acts Ministry 

• Giving Under Grace 
• Ultradispensationalism 
• The Lord's Supper 
 
by Ike T. Sidebottom 
• The Book of Acts 
• Through the Bible 
Dispensationally 

• Prophetic Gleanings from 
Daniel and Revelation 

• Saved, Settled and Sure 
• Fellowship of the Mystery 

 

by Gregg Bing 
• Keys to the Word : 
Understanding the Bible 

• That I May Know Him 
• Making Good Choices 
• For God So Loved the 
World 

• It is Finished! 
• Conformed to the Image of 
His Son 

• The End of the World 
• Assurance : Can We Know 
that We are Saved? 

 
by John D. LaVier 
• Yokefellows : Paul and His 
Companions 

• Sure Words of Prophecy 
• The Lord has Spoken 
• Why is Heaven Silent? 


